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  2021  Fifth Sunday in Lent Year B 

I available for any parishioner who needs 
me. My  mobile number is 07554427063 
Please feel free to contact me to have a 
chat or to have prayers or a mass said for 
someone.  
              March 20th– 28th 
Sat:20th Zachary Dawson’s Ints 
Sat:20th Gareth Koch Ints 
Sun: 21st Pat Donegan RIP 
Sun: 22nd 
Mon:23rd 
Tue:24th In Thanksgiving 
Wed: 25th 
Thur:26th 
Fri: 27th Shaun Dawson’s Ints 
Sat:28th 
 
 
 

In your prayers, please remember all who have recently died        
especially  Lady Violet. Also pray for all who are sick, in  hospital or 
housebound especially  Pete Gray, Sybil Murphy,  Margaret Joyce,  
Peter Shaw, , Wendy Purslow, Sue Maher, and all those suffering 
during this pandemic Please  contact the office if you would like 
someone to be added to our sick list . 

                      
Living through the pandemic has felt like ‘life on hold’ 
for many of us. Perhaps it has prompted us to rethink 
how we should be spending our lives. How best should 
we spend the time we have left?  In a life or death    
situation, human nature would always prompt us to 
hold on to life no matter what the consequences, but in 

today’s gospel a grain of wheat is used to teach us a valuable lesson. 
The selfless grain of wheat falls and dies to enable a fresh harvest. 
What point is there in choosing life, if that life boils down to nothing 
more than self preservation? On the other hand, what great value 
death, if that sacrifice gives others life. Many of us fail to understand 
why Jesus perceived the necessity of going to Jerusalem where he 
knew he would die. Wouldn’t it have made more sense for him to 
bypass Jerusalem and carry on teaching into his dotage? Jesus      
however, isn’t about to compromise his purpose. 
Jesus determines to give his life so others can find true life. This is 
what Christianity is all about. Jesus teaches us that we must ‘die to 
self’ before we can be of any use to God. Letting one’s own ambition 
die to be replaced by God’ plans for us? ‘Dying to self’? Could we 
blamed for not feeling enthused? How many of us really see the     
wisdom in ditching our own exciting life plans to go around being 
holy? Perhaps we need to think again about how exciting our          
ambitions really are. Perhaps sacrificing our own agenda and            
recognising God’s plan in our lives could be the best and most         
exciting thing that ever happened to us. Perhaps sacrificing          
something of ourselves for a greater purpose could put us in touch 
with who we really are. 
As Christians, living through the pandemic has taught many of us to 

look for a greater purpose whatever age we might have reached.  

                                             Collections  Thank You  
If you would like to continue supporting the Church through the period of      
close-down your weekly/ monthly offering can be made online using this  name  
and  account number :  PRCDT  Wantage St John Vianney Sort Code: 30-93-04     
Account Number:  01720016 Account Name: PRCDTR Wantage St. John         
Vianney. Please remember that you can always drop your donation into the 
Presbytery letterbox. Same Account for Wantage and Lambourn 
 

 

 

           Public Mass  
Sat Eve 6pm Wantage 
Sunday 9am Wantage 
Sunday 11am Lambourn 
 
Tue 10am 
Fri 10am 
    Booking essential 
 
Weekdays 10am on Zoom 
 
 

 

Stations of the Cross for Lent. 

Please join us for Zoom stations of the Cross on Thursday Evening 

25th at 7pm. And again on Palm Sunday 28th  at 3pm. 



                Travels with my bro….  
 Rowing went really well this week. The lovely warmth of 
the south of Spain is really therapeutic and                     
especially as March winds billow at home. As we get deep-
er into the interior and nearer to the land of La Mancha, I 
am beginning to remember reading          Cervantes as a 
boy. Yes, I was one of those young     pretentions people 
who read all those “in” books like, Le Petit Prince, The 

Outsider, etc. I remember once wandering through school with a copy of 
Being and Nothingness under my arm when my English master  cryptically 
commented that he doubted I understood a word. He was right of course! 
But Don Quixote I loved. On a side note, as I have been chatting rather  
incessantly as we rowed along so Br.M has suggested that we have silent 
meals. He has cited a well-known Benedictine practice, but I know I am 
driving him mad. The chattering keeps my mind off the rowing. Little does 
he know that for the next few hundred kilometres he will be my Sancho 
Panza and I will be quoting large chunks of Don Q. I have agreed to       
silence at meals if we can read Don Quixote aloud and I am able to make 
comment when we row. I don’t think he knows what he has agreed to. We 
are currently in Valdepenas which might become problematic as if you 
read the travel guide you will see that it is the centre of the wine making 
region with wine at the heart of the local community. As it is Lent, we 
can’t do any research. We may have to wait here till Easter Day! I cant row 
through without tasting the local deliciousness, albeit, saving it up for     
Easter has its advantages too.  Perhaps we can store some in the boat and 
making it more difficult to row but as we expend the cxalories we can im-
agine adding them on again. Decisions Decisions!  Br.Sancho, as he will be 
called for the next few weeks, is on the lookout for windmills! I had an   
unexpected missive from Sr.Nelly,(the name suits her as she never          
forgets), this week wising us a Happy St Patrick’s Day but also wondering 
where Br.P was. I couldn’t answer her but as we go north I’m sure we will 
hear more. He was last spotted in a monastery in the Basque country but 
how long that lasted is anyone’s guess. Why Sr.Nelly asked is puzzling. 
My fear of nuns is beginning to kick in again.  
Hasta la proxima semana as they say here. Dios bendiga.         

International Day for the Elimination of Racial Discrimination 
21st March 
How can we create a future free of racial discrimination? The first thing is not to see it 
as an insurmountable problem. There are things that every generation can do to bring 
about racial harmony. 

                                                      Dates for you Diary: 
Taize Prayer Evening Sunday 28th March  5pm on Zoom.  The Readings of Lent. 
A look at the readings of  the       Sundays in Lent Tuesday 7– 7.30pm  Zoom.  Stations 
see front page. 
 
 

Bishop Philip invites you to join him online for the 

Chrism Mass! It will take place in the Cathedral on Tuesday 

30th March 2021 at 11 am. The Chrism Mass is one of 

the main diocesan events of the year. The Mass is the special 

Liturgy in Holy Week during which the Bishop blesses the three 

Holy Oils for use in the Sacraments: the Oil of the Blessing of 

the Sick, the Oil of Catechumens and the Oil of Chrism.  Dur-

ing it, all the priests make a renewal of their commitment to 

priestly service. It is always a wonderful manifestation of the 

Church in our Diocese of Portsmouth and an opportunity to 

thank God for our Catholic faith  

Earth Hour    27th March 2021 
The Earth Hour is celebrated on the last Saturday of March every year. It is observed 
from 20:30 to 21:30 local time of each place. In this hour the whole planet is invited to 
switch off lights and other devices for a whole hour. This is an hour we can enjoy     
sitting by candlelight and having a family conversation about what we can do to       
improve our stewardship of God’s planet. 

National Day of Reflection on Pandemic  Day of Prayer   23rd March 2021 
Tuesday 23 March, the anniversary of the first national lockdown, will be marked 
with a minute’s silence at midday. At 8pm, people are encouraged to create a ‘beacon 
of remembrance’ on their doorsteps by beaming phones, candles and torches into the 
night sky. Prominent buildings and landmarks will also be lit up across the UK. 
 

Cardinal Nichols and Archbishop McMahon stress that prayer is an essential part of 
this reflection and remembrance: “For all who live by faith in God, reflection and 
prayer always go hand in hand. Prayer completes reflection. Reflection informs       
prayer. Prayer opens our life to its true horizon. Without prayer we live in a                  
foreshortened world and are more easily swamped by its clamour and tragedy. 
Throughout this       difficult year, so many have been inspired by prayer, so much 
effort sustained in    prayer, in every place. So let us make the 23 March truly a day of 
prayer.” 

200+ Club draw results. Congratulations to January winners:  D Shaw and 
P.Morgan February winners: D.Shaw and J. Dixon and  March Winners: D. Armstrong 
and  D Young. If you would like to join the 200+ just contact the office.  


