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  2021  Baptism of the Lord —Year B 

I available for any parishioner who needs 
me. My  mobile number is 07554427063 
Please feel free to contact me to have a 
chat or to have prayers or a mass said for 
someone.  
               9th Jan — 16th 
Sat: 9th   
Sat: 9th Olan Byrne RIP 
Sun: 10th David Van Der Reit RIP 
Sun:10th 
Mon:11th 
Tue: 12th 
Wed: 13th Mary Derbyshire RIP 
Thur:14th 
Fri: 15th Chona Fegalquin’s ints 
Sat: 16th 
 
 
 

In your prayers, please remember all who have recently died        
especially  Mary Derbyshire. Also pray for all who are sick, in          
hospital or housebound especially  Pete Gray, Sybil Murphy,           
Margaret Joyce,  Peter Shaw, Cathy Longworth, Wendy Purslow, Sue 
Maher, Cedric Andrews,  and all those suffering during this    pan-
demic Please contact the office if you would like someone to be add-
ed to our sick list . 

                   
Very few of us remember our own baptism, and perhaps 
we have never really even questioned why it might be 
important, other than something we might need to      
attend a Catholic School or get married. Perhaps we 
need to look to Jesus’ baptism to know how privileged 
we really are to have been baptised.  
What does Jesus’ baptism say to us? Jesus’ thirty years 
of preparation before his public baptism remind us that 
it takes time to get ready for God’s mission. How many 
countless hours did Jesus spend in prayer? What study, 
what thought, what agony must he have undergone    
before appearing in front of John to ask him to baptize 

him. We are reminded that baptism isn’t just something that happens to us 
as children, it’s something we have to live out on a daily basis. 
 January is a time for new beginnings and fresh resolution. John the Baptist 
was an expert on this. John’s ministry was all about repentance and life 
changing reform … that’s what his baptism was all about. But anyone who 
has ever seriously tried to change themselves will know how difficult 
change really is. The addict will tell you how difficult it is to quit gambling, 
drinking or cigarettes. All of us can point to parts of our life that remain 
stubbornly unchanged year in and year out. Those who were baptised by 
John were baptised as a sign of their intent to change from their old ways, 
but knowing how difficult change can be, we can’t help wondering how 
successful they must have been. Perhaps John appreciated this too when he 
said “I have baptised you with water, but he will baptise you with the Holy 
Spirit.” 
Christians are hugely privileged people. We are told that the same Holy 

Spirit that empowered Jesus at the outset of his ministry, is the same Holy 

Spirit that is given to us in our baptism. Validating our baptism anew every 

day, knowing that we are filled with the Holy Spirit …..  change isn’t      

beyond any of us. 

                                             Collections  Thank You  
If you would like to continue supporting the Church through the period of      
close-down your weekly/ monthly offering can be made online using this  name  
and  account number :  PRCDT  Wantage St John Vianney Sort Code: 30-93-04     
Account Number:  01720016 Account Name: PRCDTR Wantage St. John         
Vianney. Please remember that you can always drop your donation into the 
Presbytery letterbox. Same Account for Wantage and Lambourn 
 

 

 
Mass times open to attend 
Mass on Sat Eve 6pm 
Mass on Sunday 9am and 11am 
You must book ahead as usual.  
Wednesday Adoration and Holy 
Hour 7pm-8pm 
Rosary after Mass on Friday 
Mass on Tuesday an Friday open to 
attend. Book ahead 
 
While we are open for Mass please 
do not attend if you are shielding or 
in the Vulnerable group. We all need 
to be safe.  
 
 

Sr Hyacinthe invites you to join the Formation for Mission 
Team for a Back to Basics Course on the Mass in 6          
sessions to refresh our understanding and deepen our 
love for the Mass It will be taking place on Monday evenings 
from 7 to 9 pm, from 11th January to the 15th         

February.  See diocesan e-news to sign up. Or Website, 



                Travels with my bro….   
Christmas has not been good for the intrepid 
traveller. Sadly Br.M and I overindulged terribly 
thanks to your kindness. We had far too many 
chocolates, cakes, mince pies and bottles of wine 
to do much rowing. We did have good intentions 

but to no avail. “Its just easier to give in,” said Br.M in a tone that 
would make the angels weep. But he is right we did give in for the 
whole festive season. Rowing seemed like just too much. I          
suggested to Br.M that we could pretend to be the Magi seeking out 
the new born king. To encourage us to row. You can just imagine 
the look of disdain on his face. We may have been seeing stars but 
they were not the kind you’d follow. We did set off eventually but 
only got a few Km’s south of Sines to Porto das Barcas. That’s as 
far our post Christmas pudding bodies would allow sadly. Little did 
I think that a few weeks off would send us back to  being little    
tubby unfit lumps but it has. The beach here was once very popular 
with locals from Lisbon, however things have quietened down over 
the years and the beach has something of a wild feel most of the 
year. The quietness suited Br.M who was still a little under the 
weather. (or hungover as I suggested) 

The beach is backed by high cliffs for most of its length. “These 
rocks are of some interest to paleontologists with several fossils 
of dinosaurs being found here” said Br.M with an air of Cambridge 
pomposity. “Really”, I said feigning interest. “The only shells I like 
have seafood in them”! Post Christmas humour was not finding  the 
right tone. I think Br.M is thinking of a new career as a Michael 
Portillo type. Great Boat Journeys around Europe with his trusty 
guide. About halfway along the length of the beach the cliffs dip 
down and there is a car park and road leading down. At the end of 
the road is the old fishing port which consists of a slipway and 
some run-down, whitewashed, old hotel buildings. Heaven!.       
Seafood restaurants. And with our New Year resolutions to eat 
healthily ringing in our ears still we sat down to a delicious meal. 
Polvo à Lagareiro,  Sardinhas Assadas and Amêijoas à Bulhão Pato 
three delicious dishes for two not so wise men. Who keeps New 
Years resolutions anyway? 

                              Lending a Helping Hand 
During this unsettling time, it's vital to keep in mind those who need us the 

most. This includes older people, who may be feeling uncertain and in need of 

help from others. Here are some ways you can be doing to help your older    

relatives, friends and  neighbours, whether with practical stuff like their      

shopping, or keeping their spirits up at a time things feel challenging. If you’re 

feeling well yourself, why not offer to pick up shopping for an older neighbour 

or relative who might not be able to or is too  worried to go to the shops? If you 

are helping someone who is self-isolating or  shielding make sure you leave the 

shopping on their front doorstep, knock on their door and step back while you 

ensure they safely receive it. Make sure you stand 2 metres away from them at 

all times. Phone elderly relatives who live alone regularly for a chat. You could 

set up a rota with other family and friends to make sure that family member is 

receiving regular calls. This might also be a useful time to introduce older     

relatives and friends to technology that might prove helpful during this period, 

such as Skype or FaceTime.  How about helping those who are able to begin 

joining the parish on Zoom for Mass.  Every little bit helps. 

        Why the eyes of the world will be on the UK in 2021 
The UK government will be hosting two major international meetings this year. 
 

The G7 summit will br ing together  the heads of government from seven of the 
world's richest countries and will take place in summer 2021. 
 

The UK will also be hosting the UN ‘COP26’ climate talks in Glasgow between 1-12 
November 2021. This will be the largest gather ing of world leaders ever  to take 
place on British soil. 
 

Between now and then we will all be asked to help campaign. To be an efficient 
campaigner, the first thing to do is sign up for 'action news'. You can sign up for 
Cafod's action news at www.cafod.org.uk/Campaign/Action-news 

Greetings from Pax Christi. You will be aware that Pax    
Christi's celebration of the Holy Father's World Peace Day 
message takes place on 17 January 2021, Peace Sunday. As 
in past years, they have created a wide range of resources 
to help parishes, communities and families reflect and          
celebrate peace-making on that day. Aware of the             
restrictions on gatherings many of the resources have been 
created for use in a family or community setting. For more 
info visit the Pax Christi website. 

Please remember that while we are currently open for public worship it is important that 
you keep safe. Please do not attend it you are shielding or vulnerable. We have come 
this far safely so let’s be sensible. Of course if you are unwell or showing any          
symptoms you must isolate and not attend Church. 

http://www.cafod.org.uk/Campaign/Action-news

